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President’s Message: 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome everyone to a new year. I hope 2010 was a good year for everyone. 

If you can believe it, 2011 is here Along with the snow and ice. The year 2011 will be a very exciting year for Georgia AER. We hope everyone is having a good year so far. The Board has been working to implement different ideas and become a vital organization for professionals in the state of Georgia.

A look back at 2010:

We had two excellent one-day conferences in March and October, which were both informative and interesting. Thanks to the Georgia Academy for the Blind for providing the meeting space. 

Congratulations to our 2010 scholarship winners. Patricia and Al Kaufman won the Member of the Year award. 

A look ahead to 2011:

We will be hosting a One-Day Conference on March 12, 2011, at the E. Rivers Elementary School in Atlanta. For more information on this workshop, go to: www.gaaer.org We are looking forward to suggestions for our October 2011 One-Day Workshop. 

I would like to welcome our new board members: Tamara Greenwood, President-Elect; Farrell Mathews, Board Member-at-Large; John Rempel, Board Member-at-Large; Janet Cloaninger, Board Member-at-Large; Mareice Cook, Board Member-at-Large.

Please feel free to email me if there are any topics that you need more information or a refresher. Make sure to read all of the articles because you might miss out on the chance to win a mini-grant to help a client or student. Keep warm and have a good year.

Ava Carruth, MA, CVRT 

President, GeorgiaAER

Midnight Express 5K Run

The Midnight Express is an annual 5K run sponsored by Country’s Barbecue in Columbus, GA. What makes this race unique is the fact that funds are directed toward assisting individuals with visual impairments. This year’s race took place on August 28th, and as its name implies, the race itself begins at midnight. Just a few hours before midnight, the foreboding skies and heavy rains threatened to postpone the event, but as the witching hour drew nigh, the rains completely ceased, the menacing clouds dissipated and the race began at midnight as scheduled. The turnout for the race swelled to over 2,000 participants this year, and the race turned out to be a huge success. Patricia Cox, a College student with a visual impairment, was presented with a $1000 scholarship on behalf of Country’s Barbecue. GA AER also provided five $35.00 reimbursement checks to visually impaired attendees of the race.     

GA AER Fall Workshop

The GA AER one-day Workshop, “Technology, the Great Equalizer”, took place at the Georgia Academy for the Blind in Macon, GA, on October 9th, 2010. The speakers included Ike Presley (Project Manager/TVI with AFB), Ava Carruth (Blind Rehabilitation Specialist with the VA in Augusta) and John Rempel (Assistive Technology Specialist with CVI in Atlanta). The presentations covered a wide variety of topics, including the following: 

•         accessibility features in Office 2010 and Windows 7

•         a comparison of various note-taking devices, including GPS capability

•         a wide range of assistive technology solutions, including video magnifiers and specialized software 

•         resource materials for students, parents and blindness professionals working in the field. 

The feedback gleaned from the attendees’ surveys was very positive. The workshop accomplished its objectives of providing parents, students and teachers instructional information and resources to further the independence of visually impaired and blind individuals. GA AER is planning another workshop in the spring of 2011, so if you didn’t get the opportunity to participate in the fall workshop, we hope you can attend the one coming up. These workshops are a great way to accrue ACVREP recertification points, provide great networking opportunities and provide invaluable information and resources for blindness professionals.   

Scholarships: Watch for the GA-AER website and future mailings for scholarship application information. GA-AER is once again offering two scholarships this year: one will go to a graduating High School Senior, and the other will go to an existing College Student. 

Reminder: Don’t miss any information! Be sure to notify AER national office if you change your mailing and/or email address.
