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Basic JAWS Screen Reading Keys

Reading of the screen is done by pressing keys on the numeric keypad (NUM PAD), sometimes in combination with other keys on the keyboard. When JAWS is loaded, the NUM LOCK is turned off, so that these keys represent movement keys, such as left arrow, right arrow, page up, and so on.

Read by Character

To begin reading with JAWS, put your middle three fingers on the numeric keypad, with your middle finger on the number 5, the one with the raised bump. Your pointer finger should be resting on the left arrow (NUM PAD 4) and your ring finger on the right arrow (NUM PAD 6).

· Press the NUM PAD 5 to speak the current character. 

· Press the RIGHT ARROW to move and read the next character. 

· Press the LEFT ARROW to move and read the prior character. 

Read by Word

To read by words, tuck your thumb under and press down the Insert key (NUM PAD 0) while pressing any of the three keys above.

· Press INSERT+NUM PAD 5 to speak the current word at the cursor. 

· Press INSERT+NUM PAD RIGHT ARROW to move to and speak the next word. 

· Press INSERT+NUM PAD LEFT ARROW to move to and speak the prior word. 

Read by Line

Press UP ARROW to move to and read the previous line, DOWN ARROW to move to and speak the next line, and INSERT+UP ARROW to read the current line. To read an entire document with one keystroke, press INSERT+DOWN ARROW. This last keystroke is called the “Say All” command, and is used frequently with JAWS.

Read Sentences

To move to and read the previous sentence, press ALT+UP ARROW. To move to and read the next sentence press ALT+DOWN ARROW. To read the current sentence, press ALT+NUM PAD 5.

Read Paragraphs

To move to and read the prior paragraph, press CTRL+UP ARROW. To move to and read the next paragraph press CTRL+DOWN ARROW. To read the current paragraph press CTRL+NUM PAD 5.

http://www.freedomscientific.com/Training/training_Basic_JAWS_Keystrokes.asp
Internet

Forms Mode and Form Controls

Have you ever noticed that if you try to enter something into a form you may end up somewhere else on the page? This happens if you do not switch to Forms Mode prior to trying to type in the information. When you use JAWS on the Internet, JAWS uses the Virtual Cursor, an invisible reading cursor, as the default cursor for reading information. To complete a form on a Web page, you need to use the PC cursor, which is a visible blinking cursor. You need to tell JAWS that you want to use the PC Cursor instead of the Virtual Cursor. 

For example, if you try to type in the first letter of the name "Henry" into an edit box without switching to Forms Mode, JAWS will interpret the letter "H" as the command that moves you to the next heading on the page. This is because most of the time on Web pages, you are in reading mode and JAWS uses navigation quick keys to make reading faster and easier. To enter information into a form, you must first switch to Forms Mode. 

To enter text into a form, press the navigation quick key E to move to an edit box, and then press ENTER to switch to Forms Mode. JAWS says, "Forms Mode On," and the information and name of the current control. If the control is an edit box, the cursor is placed at the beginning of the text entry area.

To move around in an edit box while in Forms Mode, use the UP, DOWN, LEFT, and RIGHT ARROW as you normally would. To move to the next form control while in Forms Mode, press the TAB key. To move to the previous control, press SHIFT+TAB.

To exit Forms Mode and go back into reading mode with the Virtual Cursor, press NUM PAD PLUS or ESC.
Frequently, while accessing websites, you need to activate links on consecutive pages. INS+F7 is a useful tool. This function makes a list of all links on the web page. Hunting links on a web page can be time consuming and frustrating. An example would be someone wanting to check their yahoo email.  After accessing the Yahoo! Website, they would use a links list and first letter navigation to find “sign in”- INS +F7 for links list then “s” for sign in.  JAWs should recognize that the sign in page has form fields and take you directly there, but if it doesn’t, turn on forms mode with E + enter.  At that point, one can enter user name, then tab  and enter password and enter. Mail is ready to read!  

For a more detailed list of commands to navigate the internet check out the Surf’s Up section of the Freedom Scientific Website.

http://www.freedomscientific.com/training/Surfs-Up/_Surfs_Up_Start_Here.htm
http://www.freedomscientific.com/training/training-archives.asp
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