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Consent to Participate in a Research Study

Teacher Consent


You are being asked to participate in a study investigating the factors that have contributed to your students’ success in learning to read and write. Under the direction of Deborah Hatton, the principal investigator, this study is an important part of a larger grant, Project Emerge: Understanding the Emergent Literacy of Young Children With Visual Impairments. 


The purpose of this study is to describe the factors that led to literacy learning for students and other children with VI/blindness. As one of the selected teachers of children with VI/blindness who read on grade level or higher, you will be interviewed at a time and place that is agreeable to you. A researcher will ask you questions about your experiences teaching reading and writing and audio tape your responses. It is expected that the entire interview process will take 30-45 minutes.


There are no risks associated with your participation in this study. We will use pseudonyms for you and your student’s name, people and places you mention in the interview, as well as information regarding where you live and where you teach. There will be no cost to you or your student for participating in this study. The study is expected to benefit teachers and parents of children with VI/blindness and researchers interested in understanding reading and writing instruction for young children with VI/blindness. You will receive a book of your choice (up to $15) as compensation for participation in this study. 

You are free to refuse to participate in this study or to withdraw from the research activity at any time without penalty or jeopardy to yourself or your students. Participation in this study will have no impact on the specialized services for the visually impaired that your students receive. If, at any time, you have any further questions about the study, you can contact Dr. Deborah Hatton toll free at 888-718-7303. If, at any point during this study, you have questions or concerns about your rights as a research participant, you may contact the UNC-CH Academic Affairs Institutional Review Board by phone: (919) 962-7761 or email aa-irb@unc.edu.

_____   I WILL participate in this study of  my student’s literacy learning success. 

_____   I WILL NOT  participate in this study of my student’s literacy learning success.

__________________________________________________

_________________
Signature of Teacher Indicating Consent




Date

__________________________________________________                 __________________________________

Printed Name of Teacher Indicating Consent



Contact Information (Phone/email)
__________________________________________________


Printed Name of Child-Participant 

In Georgia, please return forms to 
Wendy K. Sapp, Ph.D.

5030 Village Drive

Cohutta, GA 30710

Phone: 706-694-0900
FAX: 706-218-2090
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