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Connect Outloud 
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Provides speech and Braille output for blind or visually impaired users of specific Windows Applications; Internet Explorer, Outlook Express, Windows Explorer and Desktop, the Calculator, and FS Editor.
Freedom Scientific

www.freedomscientific.com
Retail cost is $249.99

Connect Outloud is derived from the JAWS screen reading program, but only works in the specified applications. It is useful as an economical introduction to the Desktop, word processing, and Internet Explorer using a screen reader. All keystrokes learned using Connect Outloud will apply to using JAWS.
· Note – you will hear a Descending tone and speech will stop when you leave a supported application. You will hear an Ascending tone when you return to a supported application.
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Setting Connect Outloud to run automatically when the computer is started.
· Choose Start Up Options from the Main Interface.

· Check the box Start Connect Outloud Automatically.
· Whenever the computer starts, Connect Outloud will start.
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Changing the speech rate.
· Tab until the slider is highlighted and use the arrow keys to adjust.

· Move the Rate slider left or right to change the rate.
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Changing the speech options.
· Tab until Options is highlighted.

· Use the space bar to select.
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Changing the speech options: Changing the Tutor Voice.


· Tab until Person is highlighted. Use the arrows keys to change.

· Tab until Pitch is highlighted. Use the arrow keys to adjust.
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Changing the speech options: Changing the Default Voice.

Changing the amount of punctuation spoken.


· Adjust Person and Pitch as above.

· Tab until Punctuation is highlighted. Use the arrow keys to adjust how much of the punctuation is spoken.

· Tab until Okay is highlighted and press the space bar to exit.
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Changing the Keyboard Echo.

How much typing is spoken.
· On the main interface, tab until Echo is highlighted. Use the arrow keys to choose what is spoken when the user is typing.
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Changing the amount of help the spoken Tutor gives:

Announce Control Help = Instructions on how to input choices, etc.

Announce Access Keys = The underlined access key that functions as a shortcut.
· Tab until Announce Control Help is highlighted. Use the space bar to turn off and on.

· Tab until Announce Access Keys is highlighted. Use the space bar to turn off and on.
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Getting Help:

Accessing the On-Line manual.
· Tab until Help is highlighted on the main interface. Press space bar to select.

· Press f6 to move to text in the frame.


Getting Help:

Keyboard Help.

Screen Sensitive Help.

What’s This? Help.

Read Current Window.
· Insert + 1 brings up keyboard help.

· Insert + f1 activates screen sensitive help.

· Shift + f1 activates What’s this help.

· Insert + W reads current Window.
· Pressing command keys will announce what they do. Press Insert +1 to exit.

· Message about current Window or Control. Press Esc to exit.

· Brief message about current control or window. Press Esc to exit.

· Good way to listen without navigating. Press Ctrl to stop speech.

Important Hot Keys

Primarily for Web Browsing
· QUIET

· Say Character

· Say Prior Character

· Say Next Character

· Say Word

· Say Prior Word

· Say Next Word

· Say Line

· Say Prior Line

· Say Next Line

· Say All

· Read Window Title

· Read Status Bar

· Speak Time

· Speak Date

· Switch Between Apps

· Minimize Applications

· Open Windows Start Menu

· Close any Menu

· Move between links

· Start reading text (good for skipping headings)

· Move to first form field

· Activate Forms Mode

· Exit Forms Mode

· Display list of links

· Display list of headings

· Move between frames


· Ctrl

· Num Pad 5

· Left Arrow

· Right Arrow

· Insert + Num Pad 5

· Insert + Left Arrow

· Insert + Right Arrow

· Insert + Up Arrow

· Up Arrow

· Down Arrow

· Insert + Down Arrow

· Insert + T

· Insert + Page Down

· Insert + f12

· Insert + f12 (twice)

· Alt Tab

· Logo Key + M (or Insert + f6)

· Logo Key (or Ctrl + Esc)

· Esc

· Tab and Shift + Tab

· Insert + Enter

· Insert + Ctrl + Home

· Enter

· Insert + Num Pad +

· Insert + f7

· Insert + f6

· F6
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