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Using the Braille n’ Speak and APH Scholar

For Taking Notes and Editing Text



 

Turn unit on by pushing the rocker switch on the right side AWAY from yourself.


Creating a File

1. Type an o-chord (dots 1-3-5-space)  


Braille ‘n Speak replies “Option”

2. Type f  for file (dots 1-2-4) 


Braille ‘n Speak replies “Enter file command”

3. Type c for create (dots 1-4)

Braille ‘n Speak replies “Enter file to create”

4. Enter a filename. It can contain up to 20 characters of Grade 1 Braille and no capitals.  For this example type ocean followed by the e-chord (dots 1-5 space). Braille ‘n Speak replies “ocean now open”

Simple Text Editing

1. Type These are notes from the videos about the sea.

2. Type b-chord (dots 1-2-space) on you Braille keyboard. This is the equivalent of Backspace. Braille ‘n Speak will say the last letter “a” and delete the period. Type b-chord again to delete the letter A. Braille ‘n Speak will say remaining character to the left “e”. The backspace ONLY works at the end of a file – you cannot backspace over letters in the middle of the file.
3. Continue typing b-chord until the whole word SEA is deleted. The Braille ‘n Speak will say “Space”. 

4. Type the word ocean. You can ONLY add to the end of a file using this methord.
5. Type c-chord (dots 1-4-space) to hear the message you have just written.

6. Type dot 4-6 chord. Braille ‘n Speak replies “New line” or “Return”. (For a new paragraph type the dot 4-6 chord twice.)

7. Type This is for the first day of class.
8. Type c-chord to hear the line you have just written.

Reading Text in Your File

When reading a file the right side of the keyboard moves forward and the left side moves backwards. 

The inner keys (dots 1 and 4) read by lines.

The middle keys (dots 2 and 5) read by words.

The outer keys (dots 3 and 6) read by characters.

To read a line – type dot 1-chord to read back one line and type dot 4-chord to read forward one line. Type the dot 1-4-chord to read the current line.

To read a word – type dot 2-chord to read back one word and type dot 5-chord to read forward one word. Type the dot 2-5-chord to read the current word

Type the dots 2-5-chord AGAIN to spell the current word.

To read a character – type dot 3-chord to read back one character and type dot 6-chord to read forward one character. 

Type the dot 3-6-chord to read the current character.

1. Create a file called practice reading 

2. Type the following sentences each followed by the New Line Command. This is the first sentence. (dots 4-6 chord)   I am now writing the second sentence. (dots 4-6 chord)      This is the last sentence of this paragraph. (dots 4-6 chord, dots 4-6 chord)
3.      Type the dot 1-chord to read the previous line. Braille ‘n Speak replies “This is the last…”

4.      Again type the dot 1-chord to read the previous line. Braille ‘n Speak will say “I am now…”

5.   Type the dot 4-chord to read the next line. Braille ‘n Speak replies “This is the last…”
6.   Type the dots 2-5-chord to read the current word. Braille ‘n Speak replies “This”
7.   Type the dots 2-5-chord again to spell the current word. Braille ‘n Speak replies “dot 6 t h I s space”
8.   Type the dots 2-5-chord one more time to read the current word. Braille ‘n Speak replies “This”
9.   Type the dot 5-chord to read the next word. Braille ‘n Speak replies “is”
10.    Type the dot 5-chord again to hear the next word. Braille ‘n Speak replies “the”
11.    Type the dot 6-chord to hear the next letter. Braille ‘n Speak replies “h”
Abort (undo) Command

1. The Abort Command (z-chord) will work anywhere, but it will behave differently in different situations. In some situations it will stop a process and in other situations it will move you back to the last the menu or file you were in. Whenever you are unsure about what you have told the Braille 'n Speak to do, use the Abort Command until you re-enter the last open file.

2. Create a file called oops, but DO NOT give the Enter Command.
3. Instead, use the Abort Command (z-chord). Braille ‘n Speak replies “Enter file command or Abort”.
4. Type the z-chord again. Braille ‘n Speak replies “Exit”.
5. Remember that you can use this command at anytime.

Navigating a List of  Files

1. Type o-chord (dots 1-3-5-space). Braille ‘n Speak replies “Options”
2. Type f  (dots 1-2-4) for file. Braille ‘n Speak replies “Enter file command”
3. Type dot 1-2-3 chord to go to the top of the list. Braille ‘n Speak replies “File number 0 help file pages”
4. Type dot 4-chord to move down the list. Braille ‘n Speak replies “Clipboard one page …”   Continue typing dot 4-chords to move through the rest of the list.

5. Type dot 1-2-3 chord to return to the top of the list. Braille ‘n Speak replies “File number 0 help file 6 pages”
6. Type dot 4-chord to move down the list. Braille ‘n Speak replies “Clipboard one page”
7. Type dots 2-5-chord to read AND spell current pointed to file. Braille ‘n Speak replies “File number 1 clipboard    c l i p b o a r d one page …”
8. Type dot 1-chord to move up a file in the list. Braille ‘n Speak replies “Help file pages”
9. Type dots 4-5-6-chord to go to the end of the list. Braille ‘n Speak replies with name of last file.
10. Type dots 1-chord to move up the list. 

        NOTE: If you type a letter L (dots 1-2-3) the Braille ‘n Speak will read the whole list of files.

Opening Files

1. Type o-chord (dots 1-3-5-space) for option. Braille ‘n Speak replies “Option”
2. Type f  (dots 1-2-4) for file. Braille ‘n Speak replies “File command”
3. Type dot 1-chord or dot 4-chord to move up and down the list. Stop on the file named practice reading.

4. Type o-chord (dots 1-3-5-space) to open. Braille ‘n Speak replies “ practice reading] now open”
Deleting Files

1. Type o-chord (dots 1-3-5-space) for option. Braille ‘n Speak replies “Option”
2. Type f  (dots 1-2-4) for file. Braille ‘n Speak replies “File command”
3. Type dot 1-chord or dot 4-chord to move up and down the list. Stop on the file named practice reading.

4. Type d-chord (dots 1-4-5-space) to delete. Braille ‘n Speak replies “Delete practice reading,] are you sure? Enter Y or N”
5. Type Y. Braille ‘n Speak replies “Okay” or “Y,[filename] is open, enter file command”
Another Way of Opening an Existing File

1. Type o-chord (dots 1-3-5-space). Braille ‘n Speak replies “Option”
2. Type f  (dots 1-2-4) for file. Braille ‘n Speak replies “Enter file command”
3. Type o (dots 1-3-5) to open a file. Braille ‘n Speak replies “File to open”
4. Type the name ocean, followed by the e-chord (dots 1-5-space). Braille ‘n Speak replies “ocean now open”
At this point in the lessons the dot descriptions for each letter will no longer be included.
Editing files using the Delete and Insert Commands
1. Create a file called edit 
2. Type the following sentence: I really like the big blue ocean. You will now change the word “like” to “love”.
3. Read the sentence using the 1-4-chord. The Braille ‘n Speak will say “I really like the big ocean”. 

4. Use the read next word command, dot 5-chord, until you hear the word “like”.  Use the read current word command, dot 2-5-chord, to verify you have the correct word. You will hear “like”. 

5. Type the d-chord to enter the delete command. The Braille ‘n Speak will say “Enter delete parameter”.

6. Type a w to choose word. The Braille ‘n Speak will say “Word”. The Braille ‘n Speak is waiting for you to tell it how many words. In this case we only want to delete one, so typing the enter command, e-chord, will be all that is needed. The Braille ‘n Speak will say “Okay”. “Like” has been deleted.

7. Type an I-chord to insert. The Braille ‘n Speak will say “Insert mode active”. Now type the word love followed by a space, then the enter command e-chord. The Braille ‘n Speak will say “Okay”. Use the dot 1-4-chord to again read the current line. The Braille ‘n Speak will say “I really love the big blue ocean”.

More file editing using the Delete and Insert Commands

1. Now you will change the words “the big blue” to “to study the”. 
2. Use the read next word or read previous word command (dot 2-chord or dot 5-chord) until you are on the word “the”. Use the read current word command (dot 2-5-chord) to verify you are on the correct word. The Braille ‘n Speak will say “the”.
3. Type the d-chord to enter the delete command. The Braille ‘n Speak will say “Enter delete parameter”.

4. Type a w to choose word. The Braille ‘n Speak will say “Word”. The Braille ‘n Speak is waiting for you to tell it how many words. In this case we want to delete three words. Type a Nemeth 3. The Braille ‘n Speak will say “3”. Then type the enter command, e-chord. The Braille ‘n Speak will say “Okay”. “the big blue” has been deleted.

5. Type an I-chord to insert. The Braille ‘n Speak will say “Insert mode active”. Now type to study the followed by a space, then the enter command, e-chord. The Braille ‘n Speak will say “Okay”. Use the dot 1-4-chord to again read the current line. The Braille ‘n Speak will say “I really love to study the ocean”.

More Editing files using the Delete Command

1. Open the existing ocean file.

2. Type the Top of File Command (dots 1-2-3-chord). Braille ‘n Speak replies “Top of file”
3. Use the Read Current Line Command (dots 1-4-chord).  Braille ‘n Speak says “These are notes from the videos about the sea.”
4. Now we will delete the "s" from "videos". Move to the word "videos" using the Read Next Word Command (dot 5-chord).

5. Move to the letter "s" using the Read Next Character Command (dot 6-chord). Verify using the Read Current Character command (dots 3-6-chord). Braille ‘n Speak says “S”.
6. Enter the Delete command (d-chord). Braille ‘n Speak says “Enter delete parameter”. Type c for character. Braille ‘n Speak says “Character”. Instead of now entering the number of characters, use the Enter command (e-chord) for one. Braille ‘n Speak says “Okay”.
7. Read the current line (dots 1-4-chord) to hear the change.

You will now open the ocean file, move to the end of the file (dots 4-5-6-chord), and take notes from the video. After the video is finished, review and edit your notes, and send them to a printer and an embosser.

Printing Files

We are assuming the DEFAULT printer set-up is correct. 

The cable included with the Braille ‘n Speak is a serial cable for connection to the computer. A serial to parallel converter must be purchased to connect to a standard printer or embosser.

First plug the cable into the port on the left side of the Braille ‘n Speak that is nearest the charging jack. 

Then plug the other one into the printer.

Turn on the Braille ‘n Speak.

If you are using a Braille Blazer as your embosser, you must use the serial port.

1. Open the file you want to print if different than the current file.

2. Type t-chord (dots 2-3-4-5-space) for transmit. Braille ‘n Speak replies “Enter transmit parameter”
3. Type a (dot 1) for all. Braille ‘n Speak replies “Okay” If you want to emboss type b (dots 1-2) for Braille. NOTE: or type p (dots 1-2-3-4) Braille ‘n Speak replies “Print or Braille” Then type p for print or b for braille.
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